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COORDINATOR’S REPORT

If we thought 2006 was a busy year, this year has been even more hectic with big issues like Orica HCB, atrazine and the Gunn’s Pulp Mill involving lots of analysis, media work and submissions. It’s been a great team effort once again with Lee, Bro, Mariann, John, Imogen, Alison and myself putting in lots of time and excellent work on behalf of NTN.  

NTN has continued to develop its profile both in Australia and overseas but we are also facing significant financial challenges and urgently need to capitalise on our success and find a sustainable source of money for NTN.

We have been achieving many of the stated goals in our Five Year Strategic Framework (2006-2011). 

In particular we have made progress in the campaign areas of:

· Waste and cleaner production
~ E-waste “Lust for Upgrades builds a mountain of e-waste”(SMH 16/4/07)

~ Nanotechnology “Small science, big public interest issues” with FOE

~ Brominated Flame Retardants/ Perflurochemicals/Triclosan/CCA

~ Pacific POPs project

~ Gunn’s Pulp Mill

~ Orica HCB

· Sustainable food systems
~ Genetic engineering (lobbying to keep Moratoria in place)

~ Promotion of organic farming and food

~ Pesticide ‘Minor Use’ and green chemistry on the agenda at the APVMA

· International chemical management 
~ Holding Australia to account on global chemical conventions (HCB Shipment)

~ Raising profile of the failure of Australia’s chemical regulatory system (SMH Special Investigation “Silent Killers” 22/23/24 October)

~ Mariann’s IPEN work

· Community engagement
~ NChem working group

~ APVMA CCC

~ NICNAS CEF and TFG

· Children’s environmental health

~  Excellent media coverage raising the profile

~ Safer Solutions project

Regulatory change 

We are slowly building the case and momentum for systemic regulatory change on chemical management in Australia. However on the other side, industry is pushing heavily for self regulation via processes such as the Productivity Commission Review and ‘takeover’ of Agencies such as the APVMA with it’s new ‘governance structure” which gives all power to the CEO and Minister. We’ve had some disappointing outcomes on chemicals such as Atrazine and Methyl Bromide, which we thought would go.
Submissions, reports

As usual we have continued to make high quality submission and reports in a range of important areas:

· Response to the Australian Vinyl Council for on behalf of ACF
· Review of the National Environment Protection (Ambient Air Quality) Measure
· Review of the National Environment Protection Council Act 1994

· Objection to Geocycle SBF application for Victorian Environmental protection Authority License variation to receive scheduled wastes

· Public Consultation Draft: Fluoridation of Public Water Supplies Regulation 2007 and Regulatory Impact Statement 

· ‘Pollution, Risks, and Non-Compliance’ NTN analysis of the SWECO PIC Report on Gunns pulp mill

· Joint statement from concerned scientists: Call for Integrated Independent Assessment of Gunns proposed pulp mill. 
· Objection to Orica Australia’s Application to Export to Germany its Stockpile of the POPs waste, Hexachlorobenzene and associated material for incineration
· Forest Stewardship Council Comments on Derogation Applications – Simazine

· Children’s Environmental Health in Australia: Setting a National Research Agenda ARACY Grant Application

· POPRC submissions on new candidate POPs

Conferences

· HAZMAT 2006 – Jo presentation

· OECD Perfluorochemical Technical Workshop (paper available) 

· China NGO Chemical Safety Skillshare

Committees

· Hazardous Waste Policy Reference Group 

· POPS Stakeholder Reference Group 

· National Industrial Chemical Notification & Assessment Scheme Technical Advisory Group

· National Industrial Chemical Notification & Assessment Scheme Community Engagement Forum

· National Industrial Chemical Notification & Assessment Scheme Chemical Review Steering Committee 

· Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Pesticides Community Consultative Committee

International Roles: 

Australian IPEN Focal Group 

International POPs Elimination Network
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